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Letters	written	by	famous	author	Mark	Twain	to	a	St.	Louis	newspaper.	
 
I think I could write a pretty strong argument in 
favor of female suffrage, but I do not want to do 
it. I never want to see the women voting, and 
gabbling about politics, and electioneering. There 
is something revolting in the thought. It would 
shock me inexpressibly for an angel to come down 
from above and ask me to take a drink with him 
(though I should doubtless consent); but it would 
shock me still more to see one of our blessed 
earthly angels peddling election tickets among a 
mob of shabby scoundrels she never saw before. 
- Letter to St. Louis Missouri Democrat, March 1867 
 
Women, go your ways! Seek not to beguile us of our 
imperial privileges. Content yourself with your 
little feminine trifles -- your babies, your 
benevolent societies and your knitting--and let 
your natural bosses do the voting. Stand back -- 
you will be wanting to go to war next. We will let 
you teach school as much as you want to, and we 
will pay you half wages for it, too, but beware! we 
don't want you to crowd us too much. 
 
- Letter to St. Louis Missouri Democrat, March 1867  
 
 


